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Identified Major Purposes

• To provide a platform for discussion, 

coordination, and data sharing between key 

wildlife experts involved in influenza 

surveillance and research

• To regularly review the OFFLU Research 

Priorities on Avian Influenza: Wild Birds

• To review existing findings from 10+ years of 

extensive wild bird surveillance and to highlight 

the main outputs

• To provide OFFLU with technical expertise on 

influenzas in wild animals



Identified Major Purposes

• To decide whether there is a need to 

develop/coordinate a low-cost targeted wild bird 

surveillance strategy at a global level accounting for 

existing surveillance programmes

Machalaba, et al., EID, 2015



Group Activities

Teleconferences

• Held several times throughout the year

• Experts provide regional updates on avian 

influenza activity

• Experts discuss and debate position papers, 

avian influenza resources, guidance 

documents, recent literature, and OFFLU 

website features

• Follow-up from teleconferences conducted over 

email







Presented to EU Chief Veterinary Officers meeting,

October, 2017



Recent Avian Influenza Activity

• H5N8 poultry outbreak in Iraq

• H5N6 circulation/outbreaks

– Myanmar

– Laos

– Iran

– Korea

– Japan



Technical Activity Participants

• Billy Karesh (EHA, USA) – Leader

• Frank Wong (Australia) 

• Yoshi Sakoda (Japan) 

• David Stallknect SCWDS (USA) 

• Ted Leighton (Canada) 

• Alexandre Shestapalov (Russia) 

• Taej Mundkur (Wetlands Int., India) 

• Nicolas Gaidet (CIRAD, France)

• Batsukh Zayat (Mongolia)

• Yi Guan (HKU, Hong Kong SAR)

• Timm Harder (FLI, Germany)



Technical Activity Participants

• George Fu Gao (China Academy of Sciences)

• Richard Webby (St. Judes, USA) 

• Erica Spackman (SEPRL, USA) 

• Isabella Monne (Italy) 

• Ron Fouchier (EMC, Netherlands) 

• Sasan Fereidouni (WESCA, Germany) 

• Andrew Breed (APHA, UK) 

• Sergei Khomenko (FAO, Ukraine) 

• Hon Ip (NWHC, USA) 

• Esteban Frere (WCS, Argentina) 

• Borja Heredia (UNEP/CMS)
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